
Planning Directors Forum
Monday, February 26, 202

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Zoom

https://zoom.us/j/95647189260?pwd=YjA5YjFJSGx2NE5EcTVUa0hRdXV0Zz09
AGENDA

1. Welcome/Roll Call (10 mins)

2. Discussion Items
a. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy

(MTP/SCS) Update (Heather Adamson, AMBAG) (20 mins)

AMBAG staff will provide an update on the development of the 2050 MTP/SCS.
Planning Directors are asked to provide input on the proposed new performance
measures.

b. AMBAG Draft Complete Streets Policy (Regina Valentine, AMBAG) (15 mins)

AMBAG staff will provide an overview of the Draft Complete Street Policy for Planning
Directors feedback. Comments are due by March 15, 2024.

c. Carbon Reduction Program (Will Condon, AMBAG) (15 mins)

AMBAG staff will provide an overview of the Carbon Reduction Program funding
process and schedule.

3. Other Items/Announcements (10 mins)

a. 2026 Regional Growth Forecast Update
b. REAP Update

4. Next Steps/Adjourn (5 mins)

Staff Contact
Heather Adamson, AMBAG
(831) 264 5086
hadamson@ambag.org



Agenda Item #2a 

MEMORANDUM

TO: AMBAG Planning Directors Forum

FROM: Heather Adamson, Director of Planning

SUBJECT: 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy Update

MEETING DATE: February 26, 2024

AMBAG staff will provide an update on the development of the 2050 MTP/SCS. Planning
Directors are asked to provide input on the proposed new performance measures.

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION:

AMBAG adopted the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy (MTP/SCS) in June 2023. Federal and state law requires that AMBAG prepare a
long range transportation plan in coordination with our transportation partners every
four years. In accordance with state and federal guidelines, the 2050 MTP/SCS is
scheduled for adoption by the AMBAG Board of Directors in June 2026. Staff developed
the 2050 MTP/SCS Plan Work Program and Schedule which was approved by the AMBAG
Board of Directors in April 2023. 2050 MTP/SCS activities underway are highlighted
below.

2026 Regional Growth Forecast

The process to update the Regional Growth Forecast is in progress. The first step in
updating the Regional Growth Forecast is establishing the regionwide numbers. The draft
tri county regional employment, population and housing figures have been accepted by
the AMBAG Board of Directors in January 2024. AMBAG has begun disaggregating the
forecast numbers to the jurisdiction level. AMBAG staff will be meeting with all local
jurisdictions in early 2024 to discuss and receive feedback on the preliminary draft
subregional growth forecast. The revised draft subregional forecast numbers are
scheduled to be available in late Spring 2024. The 2026 Reginal Growth Forecast is
scheduled to be accepted for planning purposes in October 2024. Once the 2026 Regional
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Growth Forecast has been finalized, AMBAG staff will be reaching out to each local
jurisdiction to verify and update the traffic analysis zones (TAZs) using the new forecast.
This is a crucial step as it will be used for modeling purposes in the Regional Travel
Demand Model to prepare the 2050 MTP/SCS.

2050 MTP/SCS Performance Measures

With each MTP/SCS update, AMBAG starts the planning process by establishing a
framework of a vision and goals to guide the development of the Plan. This is a key first
step, as it is the policy foundation for the MTP/SCS and identifies the “big picture” of
what we aim to achieve. The 2050 MTP/SCS vision and goals were approved by the
AMBAG Board of Directors in November 2023. Performance measures allow us to
quantify regional goals, estimate the impacts of proposed investments, and evaluate
progress over time. The proposed 2050 MTP/SCS Performance Measures have been
updated and new metrics added (Attachment 1). The AMBAG Board of Directors is
scheduled to approve the updated performance measures for the 2050 MTP/SCS in April
2024. AMBAG staff will then finalize methodologies to calculate the new measures to be
included in the 2050 MTP/SCS.

Transportation Project List and Financial Assumptions

Later this year, AMBAG will begin work with the RTPAs, transit operators, Caltrans and
local jurisdictions to update the transportation project list for the 2050 MTP/SCS. As part
of this required “Call for Projects,” AMBAG will work closely with the RTPAs to make
changes to the existing projects included in the 2045 MTP/SCS, such as changes to cost
estimates and project phasing. Additionally, the RTPAs will be able to add new projects or
delete those that have been completed. RTPA staff will work with local jurisdictions and
other project sponsors to obtain updates to local projects to be entered into the MTP/SCS
database.

AMBAG will also work with our transportation partners to develop financial assumptions
for the MTP/SCS through 2050. The financial assumptions will guide how much local,
state and federal funding will be reasonably available for the transportation investments
included in the 2050 MTP/SCS.

Environmental Impact Report

AMBAG released the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the joint environmental impact
report (EIR) for the 2050 MTP/SCS and the Regional Transportation Planning Agencies’
(RPTAs) Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs) on January 26, 2024. AMBAG hosted two
public virtual scoping meetings to solicit input on the scope and content of the EIR.
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Comments on the NOP are due by March 1, 2024.

Next Steps

Staff will continue to develop the components of the 2050 MTP/SCS working with the
Planning Directors Forum, Technical Advisory Committees, partner agencies and key
stakeholders for AMBAG Board adoption in June 2026.
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2050 MTP/SCS
Draft Performance Measures

Mobility
Daily Vehicle Delay Per Capita (hours)
Commute Travel Time (minutes)
Peak Period Congested Vehicle Miles of Travel (miles)
Maintain the Transportation System (percentage)
Fatalities and Injuries per 1,000 VMT
Annual Projected Bike/Pedestrian Fatalities and Injuries per 1,000 VMT

Environment
GHG Reductions (Percent reduction from 2005 baseline)
Alternative Transportation Trips (percentage)
Open Space Consumed & Farmland Converted (acres)*
Population in Climate Risk Areas (percentage)*

Communities
Growth in Opportunity Areas (percentage)
Monterey County
San Benito County
Santa Cruz County

Residential Density*
Population Near High Quality Transit (percentage)
Population Near Bike Facilities (percentage)
Population Within 30 Minutes of Healthcare (percentage)
Drive Alone
Bike
Walk

Population Within 30 Minutes of Parks (percentage)
Drive Alone
Bike
Walk

Economic
Jobs Near High Quality Transit (percentage)
Jobs Near Bike Facilities (percentage)
Work Trips Within 30 Minutes (percentage)
Drive Alone
Carpool
Transit

Jobs in Opportunity Areas (percentage)*
Daily Truck Delay (hours)

February 2024

Attachment 1
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Equitable
Distribution of MTP/SCS Investments (percentage)
Low income population
Non low income population
Minority population
Non minority population
Low mobility (zero car households and aged populations)
Low community engagement (linguistic isolation and education attainment)

Access to Transit within 1/2 mile (percentage)
Low income population
Non low income population
Minority population
Non minority population
Low mobility (zero car households and aged populations)
Low community engagement (linguistic isolation and education attainment)

Housing Mix*
Low income population
Non low income population
Minority population
Non minority population
Low mobility (zero car households and aged populations)
Low community engagement (linguistic isolation and education attainment)

* Modified or new performance measures

February 20246



Agenda Item #2b 

MEMORANDUM

TO: AMBAG Planning Directors Forum

FROM: Regina Valentine, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: AMBAG Draft Complete Streets Policy

MEETING DATE: February 26, 2024

RECOMMENDATION:

AMBAG staff will provide an overview the Draft Complete Street Policy for Planning
Directors feedback. Comments are due by March 15, 2024.

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION:

With the passing of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act/Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law (IIJA/BIL) of 2021, the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG), as
the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Monterey Bay
region, is required to set aside a portion of the agency’s Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) Metropolitan Planning Funds (PL funds) allocation to conduct complete streets
planning. Complete streets prioritize the safe and adequate accommodation of all users
of the transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportation users,
children, older individuals, individuals with disabilities, motorists, and freight vehicles.

As identified in AMBAG’s Overall Work Program, staff developed a Draft Complete Streets
Policy in coordination with AMBAG’s member agencies. Although this is a new federal
requirement, complete streets planning has been a priority historically for AMBAG and
the jurisdictions in the Monterey Bay region. As an example, AMBAG prepare a Monterey
Bay Area Complete Streets Guidebook in August 2013. For this reason, this Complete
Streets Policy serves more to memorialize the transportation planning work already being
conducted in the region.
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Key sections of AMBAG’s Draft Complete Streets Policy are listed and described below:

Introduction: Introduction to the policy
Purpose and Need:Why the policy was prepared
Complete Streets Definition: AMBAG’s definition of complete streets
Complete Streets Vision: AMBAG’s complete streets vision for the region
Complete Streets Goals: The goals of the policy
Principles of Complete Streets: The key policy principles and considerations
Complete Streets Policy: AMBAG’s commitment to complete streets during, “…the
development of all transportation infrastructures within the Monterey Bay region at
all phases of their development, including planning and land use, scoping, design
approvals, implementation, and performance monitoring.”
Consistency with Regulations: The policy’s consistency with federal, state, and local
regulations
Scope of Complete Streets Policy:When the policy applies
Exceptions:When the policy does not apply
Design Guidance: Sources for design guidance, standards, and recommendations
Context Sensitivity: AMBAG’s recognition that complete streets projects should be
context sensitive to a community’s physical, economic, and social setting
Evaluation and Performance Measures: Suggested performance measures to
evaluate the implementation of complete streets
Implementation and Reporting: How AMBAG will implement and report progress on
the policy
References: Links to design guidance and regional complete streets initiatives

Below are upcoming key dates for developing AMBAG’s Complete Streets Policy:

February 2024: Present AMBAG’s Draft Complete Streets Policy to regional Advisory
Committees, Planning Directors Forum, and to the AMBAG Board of Directors
February 1, 2024 – March 15, 2024: Public Comment Period
March 2024: Prepare AMBAG’s Final Complete Streets Policy
April 2024: Present AMBAG’s Final Complete Streets Policy to regional Advisory
Committees and Planning Directors Forum
May 8, 2024: AMBAG Board of Directors will be asked to adopt AMBAG’s Final
Complete Streets Policy for eventual incorporated into the 2050 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy

The AMBAG Draft Complete Streets Policy is included as Attachment 1. Planning Directors are
asked to provide comments on the draft policy by March 15, 2024. Comments should be
emailed to Regina Valentine at rvalentine@ambag.org.

ATTACHMENT:

1. AMBAG’s Draft Complete Streets Policy
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ASSOCIATION OF MONTEREY 
BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

COMPLETE STREETS POLICY 
– February 2024 

Attachment 1
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Agenda Item #2c 

MEMORANDUM

TO: AMBAG Planning Directors Forum

FROM: William Condon, Associate Planner

SUBJECT: Carbon Reduction Program

MEETING DATE: February 26, 2024

AMBAG staff will provide an overview of the Carbon Reduction Program funding process
and schedule.

BACKGROUND/ DISCUSSION:

On November 15, 2021, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) (also known as the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act or IIJA) was signed into law. The BIL authorizes a
new Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) federal funding to projects that decrease
transportation emissions, which are defined as the carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions that
result from on road, highway sources. California receives annual apportionments of CRP
over five years. The apportionments are split, with 65% as Local CRP and 35% as State
CRP. Both Local and State CRP funds must be invested in alignment with the Carbon
Reduction Strategy. To address the diverse needs of California’s communities and
ensure carbon reduction projects work for the local context, projects are selected for
Local CRP by MPOs and for non MPO area by Caltrans in consultation with RTPAs. These
regional agencies may select their own performance driven project prioritization
process as long as it aligns with Caltrans’ Carbon Reduction Strategy. Over the course of
five years, California state is expected to receive approximately $6.4 billion apportioned
to the program, with almost $1.4 million of that total amount expected to be allocated
within the AMBAG MPO planning area annually.

IIJA requires Caltrans, in partnership with the MPOs, to develop a Carbon Reduction
Strategy and submit it to the Federal Highway Administration for approval by November
2023. Caltrans submitted the final Carbon Reduction Strategy to the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on November 15, 2023. FHWA final review and approval is
expected to take up to 90 calendar days.
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Although IIJA allows for a variety of projects to be funded through CRP that support the
reduction of transportation emissions, in accordance with California’s Transportation
Carbon Reduction Strategy, applicant should nominate projects that support the State’s
three CRP pillars, bicycle and pedestrian, rail and transit, zero emission vehicles and
infrastructure, and conversions of existing lanes to priced managed lanes. The California
Transportation Carbon Reduction Strategy is available at: https://dot.ca.gov/
/media/dot media/programs/esta/documents/carbon reduction/120123 final carbon
reduction strategy a11y.pdf.

Local CRP Funding and Process

Local CRP funding is apportioned by population throughout California based on 2020 US
Census Urbanized Areas (UZA). Local CRP apportioned to UZAs within a Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) boundary must be programmed by the MPO and cannot
be suballocated within the MPO boundary. The MPO must use a competitive,
performance driven process to select projects for CRP funds. The AMBAG region is
expected to receive a total of $6.83 Million CRP fund. The annual apportionment for FFY
2022 to FFY 2026 are as follows:

In consultation with region’s RTPAs and transit agencies, AMBAG developed the project
selection criteria, process, and schedule for the CRP funding. On February 14, 2024, the
AMBAG Board of Directors approved the project selection criteria and guidelines and
directed staff to issue a call for projects. The CRP call for projects is scheduled to be
released in late February/early March 2024.

Questions regarding the Carbon Reduction Program application process should be
directed to: Will Condon, Associate Planner, (831) 264 5105, or wcondon@ambag.org.

MPO FFY 2022 FFY 2023 FFY 2024* FFY 2025* FFY 2026*
AMBAG $1,344,707 $1,371,601 $1,371,601 $1,371,601 $1,371,601
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